MAY NEWSLETTER
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #14754
Please join us for our next Council meeting, Monday, June 13th.
The social hour will begin at 6:00pm with food prepared by our
Pit Masters. The general meeting will follow at 7:00pm in the St.
Stephen Room. Please plan on attending.

05/04 Robert Aldridge
05/06 Hugh Mcgowen
05/11 Raymond Brodt
05/13 Brad Mouser
05/13 Jose Ozaeta
05/14 Tony Heider
05/17 Brandon Goenawan
05/19 Kenneth Lee
05/20 Timothy Guenther
05/22 Alberto Melendez
05/23 Robert Holtermann
05/23 Darren Williams
05/24 Babby Kurian
05/24 Kelly Olson
05/27 Barry Sarver
05/29 Jason Geronimo

WGK Dennis reported that the pancake breakfast served after the Moms at Seas 5K Fun
Run was a huge success. This was our first attempt at a pancake breakfast. It was estimated that over 300 meals were served beginning at 8:30 the morning of April 30 and that
it took approximately 80 man-hours to shop, prep, serve and clean after the breakfast.
The Council wishes to extend a tremendous thank you to all of the volunteers that made
the event the success it was. Brother John Zabata took the lead in ordering the food and
providing the necessary secret additions to the pancake batter that made it delicious.
Again, the Ladies Ministry Fellowship provided outstanding help in helping with drinks,
and plating the food. At the end of the day, the Moms at Seas group was able to donate
over $8,200 to the building fund. Congratulations to all!
We want to give a heartfelt thank you to those Brothers (and son and nephew) who
helped with serving breakfast to those in our community served by the St Vincent De Paul
Center. Some 90 breakfasts were served on April 23. The meal consisted of French
toast, scrambled eggs, sausage links, fruit cup, granola bar and juice and coffee. Look
for another opportunity to serve in the next several months
Brothers; please come join the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish family to celebrate the Heritage Festival on Saturday, June 4. Booths will open at 10:00 am and the event will conclude at the 5:00 pm
Mass. The Knights will have a booth. We will also need to volunteers (date and time to be determined to assist in setting up table and chairs for the even. Please look for a Flocknote announcement later this week with more information.
WGK Dennis honored three members as Knight of the Month in April. Those Brothers receiving
this designation were: John Zabata, Frank Kuhs and Jaime Garrido. These men were all very instrumental in making the pancake breakfast served after the Moms at Seas 5K Fun Run.
Brothers, please continue to bring donations for St. Vincent DePaul Center. We are continually looking to collect clothing and hygiene items. If you can donate anything, please
bring items to our General Council meetings or contact Michael Dhanens at mdarchitect@sbcglobal.net. Also, drop off non-perishable food items to the Knights of Columbus
bin in the parish lobby for delivery to Catholic Charities. So much food is donated that
Brother Craig Carter reports he has been taking items to Catholic Charities on a weekly
basis. Both organizations deserve our on-going generosity!
WGK Dennis introduced the offices to our new District Deputy, Brother Ruiz from OLPH
parish. We are hoping that he will attend our July 11 Council meeting where the new officers will be introduced. The Knight of the Year and Family Knight of the Year will also be
announced at that meeting. Please mark your calendars so that you can come, congratulate the outgoing officers and those Brother Knights that have provide exemplary service
to our Council and parish over the past year.

“I have told you this so that you might have peace in me. In the world you will have trouble, but
take courage, I have conquered the world.” John 16:33
This is one of my favorite passages in the Bible. Jesus is telling his apostles about all the “bad stuff”
that they will experience in the world but, after all is said and done, he says, “Take courage, I have
conquered the world.” These words are so triumphant and convincing! No matter what happens in the
world; no matter what troubles we might encounter in life, Christ is victorious over the world! That
means we know how the story of our world will end. The love of God in Christ Jesus will reign over
all.
Still, it’s hard NOT to get discouraged or fearful. War, hunger, disease, corruption, social unrest, poverty, sexual immorality, are just a few of the “problems” we have in our world. We ask, “Will it ever
get better?” and “How much more can we take?”
Through it all, our faith will be our support. Jesus says, “Have peace in me.” He is not necessarily
talking about an end to war or violence or any of the other afflictions we have but he is offering peace
in HIMSELF. This means that, by our faith in the person of Christ, we can remain calm and focused in
the world. We can live the Truth that, in Christ, all will be made well. In spite of all the challenges
that our world poses to this Truth, we believe that the Truth will be victorious. So, if we truly believe
that Christ is victorious over the world, we can steady our course and live with inner peace and confidence. We do NOT have to give in to the fear, suspicion and negativity that so many have in our
world and in our society.

Msgr Perry Kavookjian

May each of us be instruments of Christ’s peace, calm and goodness.
I want to share something that has been heavy on my heart this past few months. I hope this does not come
off as mean or condescending in any way. I just want to share my feels about a though topic – dues. I never
thought too much about them until I became Grand Knight and I got included in the stream of emails and discussions about collection of dues. I know PGK Jim Patten has explained this process on several occasions,
but I want to appeal to everyone from a different perspective.

WGK Dennis Shaw
Grand Knight Report

Our council sits at around 195 +/- members. In general, when the first of the year comes around, about half
have paid their annual dues on time. That triggers efforts by the Membership Director, Retention Director,
GK, Trustees, and PGK Jim Patten. We want to see 100% collections each year. And it is not so much the
money, but that men want to stay a part of this great organization. We want everyone on our roster to be ACTIVELY involved in the life of our council and parish. But there is another important reason we need to collect as much dues as possible, and that has to do with per capita costs. You see, our council has to pay Supreme and the State about $17.50 per member each year. Even if someone does not want to pay their dues or
be active, we still have to pay. At one point not too long ago, we were still at 68 unpaid members. That
would have cost our council $1,190.00. That is money that can go towards charities, donations to parish
events or a number of great activities in the local community that we want to support. I don’t say this to
shame anyone. I just want everyone to be aware so you better understand why we talk about these dues collection updates for several months after the January 1 due date.

And to be honest, what personally bothers me is the number of man hours spent by everyone involved in helping to collect dues for those who are late.
Even if we look at PGK Jim Patten alone, the number of hours is staggering. He has not told me this, but I am guessing he can spend upwards of a
few hundred hours each year working on dues collections. We are lucky to have him and after listening to our District Deputy Eric Ruiz, Jim is doing
everything right in order to protect our council. DD Eric praised the efforts of Jim and others as we are now around 20 delinquent members which is
amazing according to DD Eric. Most councils give up way too early and have 50% or greater nonpaying members. This creates a very tough financial situation for those councils, and many have very little money in the bank for the important things we do as a council.
So why am I sharing this with all of you? To be honest, I hope this might be a reminder to everyone, myself included, that we need to pay our annual
dues before the end of each calendar year. If we can do this, we save a ton of effort for those involved in collecting past due membership dues. Now
that we have the website and the ability to pay online, it should be easier than ever. As we approach the transition to the new officers for next Columbian Year on July 1, I want to see our council in a better place than when I started. Please be a part of that improvement by helping get dues paid on
time so we can focus our time and talents on serving our parish and council. Thanks for letting me vent a bit. Until next month, may God bless you
and your families.

ON HUMOR IN PROVERBS
by Jim Patten, PGK & Charter Member, council 14754
Proverbs are ancient, yet timeless. The old testament Book of Proverbs (PROVERBS) is the answer to the question; Is there humor in the bible? Let me hasten to state that, although I am not clueless about the bible, I am not a bible
scholar. That means that I am probably an average Catholic in terms of bible understanding. My bible quotations come
from St Joseph edition of The New American Bible as published for the Knights of Columbus. Let me also hasten to say
that I recognize that some non-Catholics argue that being Catholic makes one clueless about the bible. None the less, I’ll
go on.
The old testament, including PROVERBS, is a part of ancient writings that reflect folklore extant in many ancient
cultures. Some PROVERBS were no doubt plagiarized from the cuneiform tablets where they were originally inscribed
based on oral traditions passed down from before the Sumerians figured out how to put language into writing.
Scholars are still trying to figure out some cuneiform writings. I think part of their problem is that scholars are way
too serious and ignore the possibility that some, if not a lot of, ancient writing was just for fun. Perhaps KILROY WAS
HERE may someday be found in cuneiform.
PROVERBS give us thoughts on values and moral behavior, the meaning of life and the notion that submission to
the will of God is the beginning of wisdom. As deep as all that is it did not escape the ancient scribes that all their work
would be for naught without at least injecting a little humor.
There are 915 lines (aka verses) in PROVERBS and 66 of those are on adultery and seduction. Bill Clinton and
Monica Lewinsky were armatures compared to King David and Bathsheba!
Part IX is the end of PROVERBS, and it contains the twenty-two lines of a Hebrew poem describing a good wife.
What I have done here is put the main verses (aka lines) in today’s vernacular. The PROVERB writers were not too concerned with what made a good husband, so I added, where I felt appropriate, parenthetic comments about what their thinking may have been on husbands.
31:10-A good wife is worth her weight in gold, and then some. (Maybe good husbands weigh in like potatoes?)
31: 11-A good wife is trusted by her husband. (Husbands pray that their wives remain ignorant of what they do with their
away time.)
31:12-A good wife brings profit, but no losses to her husband. (With a good wife a guy can forget about bringing in his own
paycheck.)
31:13-A good wife makes her own clothes. (These leaves enough of her paycheck left over for a husband to buy clothes
for himself.)
31:14-Wives do all the shopping. (Which leaves more time for the husband to do important things like play poker, drink
beer, and watch the NFL on TV.)
31:15- A good wife wakes up early and makes breakfast for all the family. (This leaves the husband time to sleep in and
recover from late night poker games.)
31:16-A good wife makes a great vegetable garden. (This leaves more of her paycheck left over for the husband’s beer
and poker games.
31:17-A good wife works out. (This gives her plenty of vigor to make her husband enjoy what husbands like best.)
31:18-A good wife works at home well into the night after earning a great paycheck during the day. (This allows the husband to be unconcerned about doing laundry, running the vacuum, or cleaning the gutters and such.)
31:19-A good wife works her fingers to the bone. (This prevents her husband from getting boney fingers from working his
fingers to the bone.)
31:20-A good wife does charitable work. (This builds up a solid record of good works for the husband to brag about.)
31:21-A good wife makes sure that the home is in good repair. (This helps the husband avoid worrying about fixing the
HVAC system, handling plumbing problems, repainting, and so on.)

The use of proverbs abounds outside the bible. Here are some examples.
All money is a matter of belief. Adam Smith
I’m sure Smith was influenced by recurring theme in PROVERBS that wisdom is more valuable than gold or silver.
Some proverbs are created to sound like they are from famous people. Here is one that sounds like a Mother Teresa
quote. I think it is holds up well regardless of attribution.
I know God will not give me anything that I can’t handle. I just wish He didn’t trust me so much.
Here are some other unattributed proverbs/sayings from my personal collection.
Blessed are the ones who having nothing to say and abstain from proving it by speaking.
Confidence is the feeling you have before you fully understand the situation.
If you think you can, you can. And if you think you can’t, you’re right.
If Columbus had an advisory committee, he would probably still be at the dock.
No God, No Peace: Know God, Know Peace (The major point of PROVERBS.)
The above line is a great ending for this piece. So, as it is said at each mass, “May peace be with you”.

