JUNE NEWSLETTER
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #14754
Please join us for our next Council meeting, Monday, July 11th
in the St. Stephen Room. We will be installing the new officers
for the 2022-2023 Columbian Year. The meal will be catered by
Sarapi. Please see the flier at back of the newsletter; families
are welcome! RSVP if you plan on attending.
06/07 Gregory Aakhus
06/07 James Patten
06/09 Patrick Mathiowetz
06/10 Gordon Fisher
06/11 Matthew Idoux
06/11 Gary Piron
06/12 Keith Peters
06/13 Dino Chumpitaz

The Heritage Festival held on June 04 was a huge success for the parish. There was a
dozen and half booths sponsored by various ministries and parishioners serving a wide
variety of ice cream, desserts and meals. There was live music, raffles, bingo, cake walks
and lots of games for the kids. Our Council cooked hamburgers and cheeseburgers for
the event. The proceeds of all booths and vendors is to be donated to the Building Committee Fund for our new church. Thanks to all of the Knights who volunteered to help set
up, cook, serve meals, pick up trash and take down the tables and chairs. It was a lot of
work for all of the organizers and groups but well worth the effort!
Our Council has another opportunity to prepare and serve breakfast at the St Vincent
DePaul Center. This will happen on Saturday morning, June 25. Again, we will need approximately a dozen members to volunteer. We will meet at 7:00am, prepare and serve at
8:30am, then clean. Look for a Flocknote announcement to volunteer or contact Brother
Michael Dhanens at mdarchitect@sbcglobal.net or at (661) 747-6285.

06/13 Jose Gabella
06/15 Benito Mendoza
06/16 Frank Marquez Jr
06/18 Lawrence Hendricks
06/18 Vince Pagano

Brothers, please find the slate of new officers for the next Coumbian Year attached to the
newsletter. They were voted into office by acclamation at the June General Council Meeting. Congratulations to each of these gentlemen; and many thanks for their willingness to
serve our Council. WGK Dennis Shaw presided over his last meeting after serving two
years as Grand Knight; first during the height of Covid-19 (and Zoom meetings), then as
many of the parish ministries opened up and needed our help. He did a terrific job and we
wish him the best as he and his family return to “normal” life.

06/20 Richard Escalante
06/23 Matthew Harkey
06/26 Gilbert Mendez
06/26 Eric Menor
06/26 Michael Cooper

WGK Dennis honored Brother Bill Jeffries as Knight of the Month in June. Bill has volunteered to
help set up for numerous events dating back to the Fish Fries and has displayed great unselfishness
in his desire to serve the parish.
Brothers, please continue to bring donations for St.
Vincent DePaul Center. We are continually looking to
collect clothing and hygiene items. If you can donate
anything, please bring items to our General Council
meetings or contact Michael Dhanens at mdarchitect@sbcglobal.net. Also, drop off non-perishable
food items to the Knights of Columbus bin in the parish lobby for delivery to Catholic Charities. So much
food is donated that Brother Craig Carter reports he
has been taking items to Catholic Charities on a
weekly basis. Both organizations deserve our ongoing generosity!

Colossians 3:14-16
14

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let
the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.
Over the past couple months as I have been reflecting on the end of my term as Grand Knight, the above
Scripture keeps coming to my mind. In particular, the line “And be thankful.” When I think about the past 2
years, I am very thankful. Thankful for the opportunity to be a member of such a vibrant parish and Knights
of Columbus Council. Thankful for the many wonderful relationships I have gained over my time as a
Knight. Thankful for the opportunity to steer the ship for a brief period of time.

WGK Dennis Shaw
Grand Knight Report

Being an active member of SEAS has been such a blessing to me and my family. With many social events
like the one we just experienced with the Heritage Festival, there are plenty of times to come together as a
parish family to reconnect and grow together. This past weekend was a lot of fun. I know I ran into several
people I have not seen in many years, and I heard of similar stories from some of you. That is the core of
parish life and SEAS provides plenty of these events for those who can come out and be a part of them. I am
also thankful for the continuous opportunity to be involved with the Men’s Bible Study and our annual Men’s
Retreats. I do my best to plan my free time around these activities as they enrich my life in so many ways.
Again, many of you Knights are also involved in these activities which makes even more special.

I can still recall the Saturday evening dinner 6 or 7 years ago while on the Men’s Retreat and I asked the men at my table what the Knights are
about and how do I join. I did not know much about the programs or meetings or volunteer opportunities, but I did know that I wanted to spend
more time with this group of men. Joining the Knights has been a fantastic decision and I greatly value the relationships I have gained in getting
to know all of you better. Being GK has expanded that opportunity for me, and I am so thankful for all of you and what you have done to support
me and this council. I truly see you as Brothers in Christ.
Lastly, I am so thankful for being given the opportunity to lead our Council for 2 years. The first year with COVID-19 was brutal and Zoom
meetings were difficult, but we persevered. Then this past year has been crazy with all the requests to serve in the parish. Every time we were
asked to help with cooking, the Pat Masters stepped up. Or when asked to help with setting up or breaking down tables and chairs, we always had
plenty of help. All of our annual major programs were huge success – Coats4Kids, Thanksgiving Food Drive, Christmas Food Drive, and Lenten
Fish Fries. None of this is because of me, but because we have an amazing Council filled with selfless men who always step up and say yes. It
has truly been a blessing for me to be part of this great organization and to be allowed to steer the ship for a brief time. But the time has now
come to allow someone else to steer this ship and for me to support him the way all of you had supported me. From the bottom of my heart, thank
you all and may God bless you and your families as we continue on this journey together.

MANNY LOPEZ , 12/27/1932 – 6/2/2022
By Jim Patten, PGK & Charter Member council 14754

Sir Knight Manny Lopez was an honorary life
member of our council. Manny joined the
Knights at Christ The King parish in 1984 and
became a charter member of our council
when we formed in 2009. Manny was a Korean War veteran and was very active in the
VFW here in Bakersfield. For years Manny
was a fixture at all our council events as well
as all the events at the Christ The King council. Manny and his wife Maria were married in
1967, which happens to be the year of marriage for four other members of our council
(Past Grand Knights Phil Frailey, Bill Kundinger, Mike Neal, and yours truly). Manny
was a hard worker, but he, as they say,
cleaned up very well when he turned out in
his fourth-degree tux, or his Sunday best
shirt, blazer, boots, slacks and belt buckle.
Please keep Manny, his wife Maria, and his
family in your prayers. His life was exemplary
of the four pillars of our order. Charity, Unity,
Fraternity, and Patriotism.

What was your most recent memorable trip?
By Brother Sam Duran
My most recent memorable trip was to our Capital, in Washington DC. I went with nearly 100 other veterans, and about 100 guardians, on the 44th
Kern County Honor Flight. Words cannot describe how incredibly memorable this trip was, which included a visit our Capital and all the war memorials. Can you imagine yourself on a fast roller coaster ride, with a slow steep uphill climb and a hair-raising downhill fall, then going on twisting turns and maybe even a loop or two? Well, that would just be a start of the description of my trip.
We started by meeting at Meadows Field in Bakersfield, early Tuesday morning on May 3rd, 2022, where we boarded a chartered passenger airline
that flew us directly to Baltimore Maryland. Even the take-off and the landing was special, in that the fire departments at each airport had their fire
trucks line up with fire hoses showering us with jets of water as we departed and as we arrived. After our 5-hour flight, we arrived in Baltimore,
then boarded busses that took us to an elegant hotel. After checking in, were treated to a wonderful dinner. This was just the start of the busy threeday trip. I am very thankful for a young man named Virgil Aninion, who volunteered to be my guardian, and provided me with wheelchair assistance when the walking distances made me too uncomfortable, as a result of my compromised back. It was amazing to find out that Virgil is a golfing buddy of another friend of mine (Noel Delos Reyes), and Frank Bacus, whom I knew from working at Texaco and Chevron.
Early the next Wednesday morning, after a hearty breakfast, we boarded the busses which took us to the Capital building. We entered the Capital,
where we were given a personal tour by the House Minority Leader, Congressman Kevin McCarthy. We were seated in Chamber of the House of
Representatives, and Congressman McCarthy talked to us for nearly an hour about the history of the Capital. I was seated in the very front just behind the lectern used by our representatives. I was amazed at how much smaller the chamber really was, as to how it appears on TV. Afterwards,
we were escorted into the Rotunda, and allowed to wander around looking at the various statues of people who played a historical role in the development of our country.
After spending a few hours in the Capital, we were taken to Arlington Cemetery, where we silently watched the changing of the guard, at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier. We also provided a wreath to be placed at the tomb by some of our WWII veterans who accompanied us on the trip. Upon
leaving the tomb, on the way to the busses, there were school age children lining either side of the walkway singing God Bless America and congratulating us for our service. That was very moving. This kind of reception, with middle and high school children from various States occurred
almost everywhere we went.
Our next stop was the WWII Memorial. This memorial was truly moving. There was a wall with 4,048 gold stars. Each star represented 100 American personnel, who died or went missing resulting from the war. The memorial is situated between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington
Monument and is encircled by columns representing each of the States and territories of the US, who participated in the war. Our tour was followed
by a visit to the Korean War Memorial. Much smaller than the WWII memorial, however, was emotionally moving as lifelike statues depicted a
group of soldiers walking through a Korean rice field.
Next, we visited the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, or better known as The Wall. This one was a bit tough for me, and I am grateful there was a large
group of us there for support. I saw and obtained a pencil rubbing of Troy Canady’s name, and placed a small triangle of a folded flag at the bottom
of the wall. I had a hard time doing this as I could only think that it should have been my name listed on the wall, rather than his. I didn’t stay near
the wall for long as I knew that most names were teenagers and young adults, who like me were there only serve their country, but didn’t realize
they were going to be one of more than 58,300 who weren’t going to return home. I also visited two other memorials, The Three Soldiers and the
Women’s Memorial, near the wall which helped settle me down. I was able to relate to Virgil the reason I was having some difficulties being at the
Wall.
Next, we went to the Lincoln Memorial, where I was able to visit a short while and take in the view of the Washington Monument, located at the
opposite side of the reflecting pool. That pretty much ended the day, and we returned to the hotel to freshen up and have dinner. I was surprised that
following dinner, they called each of us up one by one and noted how and where we had served and awarded us a flag that was flow over the Capital and a couple of medals. One medal was from Congressman McCarthy and the other was an Honor Flight Veterans medal. It was a very moving
experience to say the least.
The following day, we visited the different memorials for each of the branches of the armed services, starting with the Iwo Jima Memorial for the
Marine Corp, in the Arlington cemetery, then onto the Air Force memorial, next to the Pentagon, and then to the US Navy memorial plaza, which is
downtown Washington. After lunch, we visited Fort McHenry National Monument, located just outside of Baltimore, and listened to a wonderful
presentation on the history of the Fort, before heading to the Baltimore/Washington International airport for our flight back home.
On the flight, as we neared home, we were surprised with a mail call, as we called it in the service. We each received an envelope, which contained
letters from family and friends back home. This was secretly coordinated for me by Rory and my daughter Siana. It was a total surprise, and there
probably wasn’t a dry eye on the plane. Once we landed in Bakersfield, we were bussed from the airport to North High School, which has a very
large auditorium. There they had a large reception, which included a band, along many family and friends and young high school students who
welcomed us home, giving each of us given a gift, such as a quilt. It was a welcome that most, if not all, never received upon returning home from
the service.
As I stated at the onset of this story, it was like being on an emotional high speed roller coaster. I would highly recommend this trip to all veterans
able to travel. I would like to thank all my friends and family who met me there, especially the Kern Honor Flight organization, who organized the
trip, and made it so memorable.

