DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council #14754
Please join us for our next Council meeting, Monday, January
13, 2022; beginning with a social hour at 6:00pm in the St
Stephen Room. The general meeting will begin at 7:00pm. Plan
on attending to learn of the Council activies.

12/04 Frank Wilkinson
12/05 Andrew Weber
12/06 Francisco Rodriguez
12/07 John Chacon
12/13 Douglas Farolan
12/14 Jay Meyeers
12/18 James Gabel
12/20 Kyle Cisneros
12/21 Brian Bean
12/23 Wilfred Pung
12/27 Jon Bachman
12/27 Harold Hanson
12/27 Manuel Lopez
12/31 Matt Hayes

Brothers; remember to bring canned goods, nonperishable food items and monetary
donations to the Christmas Food Drive hosed by our Council at this weekend Masses.
All donated items will be used by Catholic Charities to provide meals to needy families.
Reminder that Catholic Charities has already received 700 turkeys so they have asked
the parish to donate all of the ingredients to make side dishes for the meals. Thanks in
advance to our Chairman, Craig Carter who organizes this effort for us. Members can
also assist in the collection efforts before each Mass.
Special thanks to WGK Dennis Shaw, his family and all the others who assisted in hosting the Council’s Christmas party this past Monday, December 13. The event was well
attended, the music was merry, and the food, provided by Outkast Catering was terrific.
We are looking for volunteers to provide traffic and parking lot control at the following Chistmas
masses: December 24 at 4:00pm and 7:00pm and on December 25 at 10:00am Look for a future
flocknote announcement for information on how you can get involved.

Mark you calendars for the next SEAS Men’s Retreat that will be held January 28-30 at
the St Anthony’s Retreat Center in Three Rivers, CA. Once again, Fr. Jim Nisbet will be
the featured speaker. The topic will be “Eucharist-Food for the Journey.” The cost is
$225 for a shared room and $325 for a limited number of single rooms. Please contact
Brother Vince Pagano at Vincent.pagano@1989.usna.com for additional information and
a copy of the flyer and registration form. As always, this retreat is open to all men of the
parish.
The Council is continually looking to collect clothing and hygiene items for St. Vincent DePaul. If you
can donate anything, please bring items to our General Council meetings or contact Michael
Dhanens at mdarchitect@sbcglobal.net. Your donation is GREATLY appreciated by the St. Vincent
DePaul Center.

Message from our Deacon Mike
The holidays are upon us. That can either be a blessing or a curse --- or both. Some people are filled with excitement and anticipation of the gatherings, the decorations, the buzz
surrounding all of the once-a-year festivities. Others are filled with dread at the turmoil, the
hype, the unfulfilled expectations that are generated by so much emphasis placed on this
time. Plus, our current world situation with the pandemic affecting pretty much all that we
do has placed another factor in trying to get the most of these holidays. I might suggest an
alternative approach to this time of year: take what the Lord gives us and make the most of
it. Our family is scattered across the country and won’t be with us this year. So, we spent
our Thanksgiving with friends who were welcoming their daughters back from college and
sharing in their experiences. We had a wonderful, blessed Thanksgiving meal (and left
with plenty of leftovers), despite no family presence. We will spend our Christmas helping
out with all of the special liturgies so that others can celebrate their family’s special Christmas. There is no doubt that Christmas will bring its own wonderful blessings, even without
our own family being gathered around the tree. And we will remember Christmases past
from all of the pictures we have of those times, smiling at the memories and watching the
kids grow in them.
May the blessings of peace and joy and love of our Lord Jesus Christ fill your hearts and
souls in a special way at this time of year. With love from our home to yours, Deacon Mike
and Mary

WGK Dennis Shaw

As we move into December, I want to acknowledge the great work done at the Thanksgiving Food
Drive, lead by Brother Craig Carter and his faithful right hand man on these food drives, Trustee Phil
Frailey. Thank you to them and the many Knights who came out to collect food and money the weekend of November 20-21. For those who like to see the numbers, we collected 87 turkeys and 15
hams totaling 1,306 pounds. We also collected 2,307 pounds of dry and canned goods for a total of
3,613 pounds of food. In addition, we collected $8,665.51 in monetary donations. For those who like
to see the trends from year to year, in 2020 we collected 6,430 pounds of food and $6,856.00 in donations. Thank you to everyone who gave food, money or time in order to make this program successful again this year.
Over the next couple weeks, we will have several more opportunities to get involved. Please take a
look and see if you can get involved in one of these opportunities to serve the parish.
Sunday, December 12, from 12:30PM – 2:30PM – Seminarian and Brother Knight Jimmy Millan is
hosting an event on the back patio in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We will need help setting up
and taking back down tables /chairs, as well as cooking and selling a few food items. Brother Jimmy
has the materials covered, but needs our help with labor. Please be on the look for times and days
on how you can get involved.
Monday, December 13 from 6:00PM – 8:00PM is our Christmas Party. Instead of a normal council
social hour and meeting, we are holding our Christmas Party. Please be on the look for more details
and come join us for fellowship and great food catered by Outkast Catering.

Parking Lot Traffic Control helpers needed before most of the Christmas Masses this year. We need helpers to assist with traffic control
before the December 24 @ 4:00PM Mass, @ 7:00PM Masses (we sill skip the 10:00PM Mass), then on December 25 @ 10:00AM Mass.
Please be on the look for information on how you can get involved.
I want to wish you and your families the very best this Advent and Christmas season. I hope that we will enter into a deeper relationship
with our savior Jesus Christ as we welcome him into our hearts and homes at Christmas. May God bless you with the desires of your heart
today and always. Until next month, take care and God Bless…

OUR COUNCIL’S WEB SITE IS NOW LIVE!
by Jim Patten December 1, 2021
In the November newsletter I supplied the basic outline of the site. I am happy to announce that it went live on 11/25/2021. It is a secure
web site, so the URL is as follows: https://www.koc14754.org https://www.koc14754.org
Members are already beginning to pay their dues online, and we have sent a Flocknote email to all members with a dues remittance
form for use by members who would rather walk or mail in checks. We are hoping to turn our dues cycle into a paperless process this
year. Our web master reminded me that the additional information box that I mentioned in my last Flocknote email is found at the check
out window. Like any good commercial payment porthole, you can edit or clear out your shopping cart any time before you submit a payment and just start all over again if you wish.
I suspect the council store will become a great way for members and nonmembers to pay for council events. Our 12/13 Christmas party
may be our first opportunity to try that out, so be on the lookout for Flocknotes with more information on that event.
Down the road we may get a great deal of additional benefits of our COUNCIL STORE by adding more “products”.
We have a great calendar feature, and we will be adding more dates, and we believe we will be able to embed event flyers into the calendar feature as well. It is forward rolling calendar so past months will be “torn down” by our web master.
The CONTACT US feature allows anyone to email our council to an email app within our web site that officers can access via password.
Some members were understandably hesitant to have their personal contact information on our web site, so this feature allows us to
overcome that concern, and saves time by not having to change personal contact information. Under the HOW TO JOIN page anyone
can email our membership director, but his personal email account is hidden from view. Another great feature on the HOW TO JOIN
page is:

Click >>HERE<< to download a PDF fill in form of our Council's MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION This link is at the top of the HOW TO JOIN page, just below the link to contact our membership director. This
way anyone can access our membership application 24/7, and since it is a fill-in-form PDF file you can type in the information and save
it and be able to email or text it as an attachment. I encourage both prospective and existing members to read all the content on the
HOW TO JOIN page. Recruiting new members is an important job for all members and this page provides you with the essential information you need to cover with prospective members. This page, plus the COUNCIL ORGANIZATION page provides what you might
call, EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS. It replaces and supplies much more information than the old publication that existing members knew as the THESE MEN THEY CALL KNIGHTS booklet.
Uriel Payan, our local Knight Insurance agent, provided me with his digital business card which we included at the end of the COUNCIL
ORGANIZATION page. I can’t tell you the number of times over the years that I have received calls, email, and text messages asking
me who our local agent is! No one can explain better the importance of insurance than a trained Knight insurance agent like Uriel.
You can spend considerable time checking the links we provided at our web site and learn a lot more about the Knights of Columbus,
but we made sure not to bog users down with too many links. We hope users will find our web site on point and easy to use. Web sites
that go stale and are awkward to use are doomed to failure or become a laughing stock. We know we have more work to do in the
COUNCIL PHOTO ALBUM, and there will be ongoing work required to keep the calendar updated and make other changes when a new
slate of officers comes on board or changes required to conform to any new or revised procedures from supreme. For now, Louis Rodriguez and I are overseeing our web site and I am the point person in dealing directly with our web master, Paul Piraino.
For the foreseeable future we will continue to use Paul’s web master services. He is both an experienced web master and Knight. He is
a former district deputy in a council in Chicago, my old home town. I did a lot of homework in checking out other council web sites and
domain sites before selecting Paul’s services. Like an old Clint Eastwood movie, I saw a lot of the good, the bad, and the ugly! Having
done a little coding years ago on my own faculty web page which was just a subset of the CSUB web site I initially thought that we could
easily design and manage our council’s web page. I quickly found out that doing that today is like learning to sky dive on your own, especially if you want to set up a payment porthole. As I noted at the beginning of this article, we should be able to make our dues cycle a
paperless process. Last year, when we had to go 100% snail mail, we spent over $500 on postage, paper and envelopes. That savings
alone will cover a year of web master services.

Unlike Mary Poppins who is practically perfect in every way, I realize that we will have to edit our site so please contact me so I can pass
on any concerns to our web master.
Jim Patten; phone/text 661-703-7430; email jpinbakca@gmail.com jpinbakca@gmail.com
I would like to recognize the help of our council’s communications team that includes Louis Rodriguez, Sam Duran (our Flocknote administrator), and Michael Dhanens (our newsletter publisher), and the members of our current officer team who gave their input and supported
our web site project.

